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ZEE JAIPUR LITERATURE FESTIVAL A SUCCESS

T

he world’s largest free literature festival, the ZEE Jaipur Literature Festival, concluded its ninth edition on January 25. The festival recorded an
increase of 40 percent in footfalls over five days. Prominent writers and celebrities such as Ruskin Bond, Stephen Fry, Alexander McCall Smith,
Don McCullin, Steve McCurry and Shatrughan Sinha, among others, attended the festival as speakers. William Dalrymple, author and co-director of
the festival, said, “This has been a phenomenal year; our best ever at Jaipur. For our next edition, we have already confirmed Marina Warner, Alain de
Bottom, Ha-Joon Chang, Stacy Schiff, Rodaan al-Galidi and Helen Oyeyemi.”

ANNUAL VINOD DOSHI THEATRE FESTIVAL

T

he eighth edition of the annual
Vinod Doshi Theatre Festival was
held at Yashwantrao Chavan Natyagruha
in Kothrud, Pune, over February 22-26.
The five-day fest is organised every
year by the Vinod & Saryu Doshi
Foundation and it aims to celebrate
the late Vinod Doshi’s passion for the
arts. Various plays including Ganapati,
Blank Page, Gandhari and others were
performed. Theatre groups like Theatre
Art Research (Puducherry), Tamaasha
(Mumbai), The Company (Chandigarh)
and others performed in languages
such as English, Hindi, Urdu, Punjabi
and Marathi.
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z Merchant discovery
and privileges platform
Crown-it announced its
partnership with OYO
Rooms on January 12.
The alliance aims at
providing the finest budget
stays and cashbacks to
Crown-it users by adding
OYO Rooms’ selection
to its hotel category. The
latest partnership will
allow Crown-it users to
book discounted lodging
across various cities in
India. Incepted with the
aim of making service
usage fun and rewarding
for consumers across food,
beauty, fitness, healthcare
and travel, Crown-it
provides access to hotels
in over 30 cities in the
country. Sameer Grover,
Founder, Crown-it, said,
“This partnership with
OYO Rooms gives us an
opportunity to add to our
range of options in our
hotel category. Given the
popularity of OYO Rooms,
we are confident that our
users will benefit from this
new association.”
z Aiming to promote
tourism in the state, the
Government of Rajasthan
launched a multi-year,
multi-modal, multinarrative and multi-crore
global campaign in
January, with an aim
to cross the 50-million
mark of tourist arrivals in
the state. Chief Minister
Vasundhara Raje said,
“Tourism is one of the
world’s biggest industries
and Rajasthan with its rich
heritage is poised to fully
exploit the opportunities
the state offers. Tourism
has a huge multiplier
effect by way of creating
direct and indirect jobs for
people in the state.”

WORLD SACRED SPIRIT FESTIVAL CONCLUDES ON A HIGH NOTE

T

he World Sacred Spirit Festival (WSSF) was held at Mehrangarh Fort in Jodhpur and Ahhichatragarh Fort
in Nagaur over February 26-28. The festival focused on the extraordinary and historical music journeys
from the state and around the world. The fest presented sacred traditions from the Orient, the East and Africa.
Amjad Ali Khan with Amaan and Ayaan Ali Khan, Andrés Marín with Divana, Daud Khan Sadozai, Devadasi and
Apsaras were among the star guests.

VINTAGE CAR SHOW ATTRACTS HUGE NUMBERS

O

ne of India’s renowned vintage car events, 21 Gun Salute International Vintage Car Rally & Concours Show,
was conducted over February 6-7 in Delhi. The chief guest of the two-day event, Manohar Lal Khattar, Chief
Minister of Haryana, inaugurated the event at the Red Fort. Vintage and classic cars like a 1939 Mercedes TYP
230 from Jaipur, a 1949 Jaguar Mark V from Ahemadabad, a 1935 3.5-litre Bentley along with a 1938 Cadillac
Series 90 and a 1935 Rolls-Royce Phantom II Continental from Mumbai and many others were displayed at
the event. International models like a 1937 Maybach SW 38, a 1959 Horch 780 Cabriolet, a 1933 Lister Costin
Jaguar, a 1933 Jaguar SS1 Coupé, a Jaguar XK 120 and others were also showcased. The major attraction was
the Benz Patent Motorwagen, the first car built by Karl Friedrich-Benz.
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